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George Twyman Wood was born 17 September 1796 to William Johnson and Elizabeth 
(Twyman) Wood.  He served as a land agent and attorney in Munfordville, Hart County, 
Kentucky.  He was married in 1821 to Elizabeth Helm (she was the sister to Kentucky governor, 
Charles Helm); they had two children, Henry C. Wood (1821-1861), and Thomas J. Wood 
(1823-1906).  Wood appears to have spent most of his life in Munfordville, building a two-story 
brick home for his family in 1834 and serving as the active County Clerk for 42 years (1819-
1861) as well as the Circuit Court Clerk from 1819-1856.  
 His work as land agent for the City of Philadelphia supplemented his county clerk 
position.  He helped the City of Philadelphia repossess the land bequeathed to them by Stephen 
Girard (one of the richest men in America), from the State of Kentucky.  In addition he helped 
lease some of the land holdings. Wood resigned as land agent in 1874.  
 
 
COLLECTION NOTE  
  
 This collection contains the correspondence and records of George T. Wood, who acted 
as a land agent in Munfordville, Kentucky for land owned by the City of Philadelphia.  This land 
was bequeathed to the City of Philadelphia by Stephen Girard, a wealthy philanthropist and 
banker of Philadelphia.  The collection includes Wood’s correspondence, accounts related to 






BOX 1 WOOD, George T.   1833-1875    77 items 
 
Folder 1 Inventory 
 
Folder 2 Correspondence   1833-1845   26 items 
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Folder 3 Correspondence   1846-1874   30 items 
 
Folder 4 Accounts related to land sales 1846-1853   3 items 
 
Folder 5 Land surveys   1872    3 items 
 
Folder 6 Land leases    1825-1838   8 items 
 





MSS WOOD, George Twyman,                 1846-1874 
630  1796-1876 
  
  Correspondence and land records related to  
 George T. Wood’s management of property in Hart  
County, Kentucky, on behalf of the City of Philadelphia, 
which resulted from the settlement of Stephen Girard’s  
estate.  At the time of his death Girard was one of the 
wealthiest men in America. 
  ½  box.  7 folders.  77 items.  Originals. 





Girard, Stephen, 1750-1831 – Relating to  
Groves, Daniel, 1768-1848 – Correspondence      F2 
Land – Transactions (Sales, purchases, transfers, etc.) – Hart County  
Leases – Hart County   F6 
Olmsted, Edward, 1809-1887 – Correspondence   F2-3 
Promissory notes        F2,7 
Smith, Charles S. – Correspondence    F2-3 
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